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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the communication received on 05 February 
2007. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicants submission filed on 05 
February 2007 has been entered. 

3. Claims 2, 8, 12, 20 are cancelled. 

4. Claims 1 , 3-7, 9-11, 1 3-1 9 and 21 -22 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1,3-7, 9-11, 13-19 and 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Tate et al. US patent # 6,493,751 B1 in view of Yeap et al. US 
patent #6,961,762 B1. 

7. As to claim 1 , Tate discloses a communication adapter selection method for 
selecting a given communication adapter (Tate, Fig. 10, Megahertz CCX-1336 Fax- 
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modem or Fig. 11, 3COM EL#LAN 336 Modem PC card) in a system environment in 
which a plurality of communication adapters (Tate, Fig. 10, mobile configurations 
associated with Megahertz CCX-1336 Fax-modem, Fig. 1 1, 3COM ELULAN 336 
Modem PC card; LAN interface card or NIC card, col. 6, line 38) are installed in a 
computer apparatus to communicate with an external entity (Tate, Fig. 2; LAN or WAN), 
comprising the steps of: 

storing information (profiles) for identifying among the plurality of communication 
adapters a communication adapter specified (selected, chosen) by a user as a 
communication adapter to be enabled to the exclusion of other of the plurality of 
communication adapters (a mobile configuration is a collection of data parameters 
known as "profiles" that, when applied or activated, configure the user's computer 
system to connect to a specific network. A particular mobile configuration is comprised 
only of the necessary profiles specific to the selected hardware device; LAN mobile 
configuration 10 requires the selection of a populated LAN profile 12 and a general 
networking profile 14 in order to provide the required parameters for fully enabling a 
configuration with a typical LAN, col. 4, lines 14-63; col. 6, lines 19-67; col. 7, lines 35- 
41); 

determining whether the plurality of communication adapters installed in said 
system are available or not (Tate, a user, upon arrival in a particular physical or logical 
"location" (e.g. hotel, branch office, airport lounge or a different network environment) 
may execute the mobile configuration manager application of the present invention to 
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examine the list of existing and available mobile configurations, col. 4, lines 14-63; col. 

7, lines 35-41); 

However, Tate does not explicitly disclose disabling all of the plurality of 
communication adapters. 

In the same field of endeavor, Yeap discloses in Figure 5 that the system sleeps 
for 3 seconds before checking link quality again, (e.g., disabling all communications, 
resetting, reconfiguring WNIC), (col. 7, lines 24-44) for the purpose of providing 
automatically reconfiguration of the computer within the same network or outside the 
network (Yeap, col. 3, lines 28-31); and 

Tate-Yeap discloses enabling said communication adapter specified (Tate, 
selected, chosen) by the user if it is determined that said communication adapter 
specified by the user is available, wherein other communication adapters remain 
disabled (Tate, Fig. 3, the mobile configurations #1, #2 show that when the user works 
from home, then the modem is utilized for communication and the LAN interface card is 
not applicable (N/A) for communication, col. 4, lines 14-63; col. 6, lines 19-67; co7. 7, 
lines 35-41; col. 8, line 50 - col. 9, line 10). 

8. As to claim 3, Tate discloses a communication adapter selection method for 
selecting a given communication adapter in a system environment in which a plurality of 
communication adapters are installed in a computer apparatus (Tate, a computer) to 
communicate with an external entity, comprising the steps of: 

Tate discloses receiving an input event (the user is executing the mobile 
configuration manager application) for identifying among the plurality of communication 
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adapters installed in the computer apparatus a communication adapter specified by a 
user as an adapter to be enabled to the exclusion of other of the plurality of 
communication adapters (the user may execute the mobile configuration manager 
application of the present invention to examine the list of existing and available mobile 
configurations, col. 4, lines 14-63; col. 6, lines 19-67; col. 7, lines 35-41; and the user 
may choose to " activate" a particular mobile configuration, i.e., instruct the mobile 
configuration manager 30 to change all system parameters to the values stored in that 
particular mobile configuration in order to facilitate the desired connection, col. 7, lines 
45-52)\ 

However, Tate does not explicitly disclose disabling all of the plurality of 
communication adapters. 

In the same field of endeavor, Yeap discloses in Figure 5 that the system sleeps 
for 3 seconds before checking link quality again, (e.g., disabling all communications, 
resetting, reconfiguring WNIC), (col. 7, lines 24-44) for the purpose of providing 
automatically reconfiguration of the computer within the same network or outside the 
network (Yeap, col. 1, lines 58-62; col. 3 f lines 28-31)\ and 

Tate- Yeap discloses in response to said input event, enabling said 
communication adapter specified by the user, wherein other communication adapters 
remain disabled (Tate, Fig. 3, the mobile configurations #1, #2 show that when the user 
works from home, then the modem is utilized for communication and the LAN interface 
card is not applicable for communication, col. 4, lines 14-63; col. 6, lines 19-67; col. 7, 
lines 35-41; col. 8, line 50 - col. 9, line 10). 
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9. As to claim 4, Tate discloses a communication adapter selection method for 
selecting a given communication adapter in a system environment in which a plurality of 
communication adapters are installed in a computer apparatus, comprising the steps of: 

Tate discloses storing a number of communication adapters required by a user 
(Tate, storing multiple network configurations for easy selection between multiple 
network environments, (col. 3, lines 65-67); the user can create, add, modify the mobile 
configurations associated with modems, LAN adapters, col. 4, lines 14-63; col. 6, lines 
19-67; col 7, line 26 - col. 8, line 24)\ 

Tate discloses enabling among said plurality of communication adapters a given 
communication adapter to the exclusion of other of the plurality of communication 
adapters based on said stored number of the communication adapters (Tate, A user 
may then choose to activate the mobile configuration, i.e., to instruct the mobile 
configuration manager of the present invention to change all system parameters to the 
values stores in the selected mobile configuration in order to facilitate the desired 
network connection, col. 4, lines 40-45; col. 7, line 26 - col. 8, line 24)\ and 

However, Tate does not explicitly disclose disabling all of the plurality of 
communication adapters. 

In the same field of endeavor, Yeap discloses in Figure 5 that the system sleeps 
for 3 seconds before checking link quality again, (e.g., disabling all communications, 
resetting, reconfiguring WNIC), (col. 7, lines 24-44) for the purpose of providing 
automatically reconfiguration of the computer within the same network or outside the 
network (Yeap, col. 1, lines 58-62; col. 3, lines 28-31 )\ 
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Tate discloses, wherein the other communication adapters remain disabled 
(Tate, Fig. 3, the mobile configurations #1, #2 show that when the user works from 
home, then the modem is utilized for communication and the LAN interface card is not 
applicable for communication, col. 4, lines 14-63; col. 6, lines 19-67; col. 7, lines 35-41; 
col. 8, line 50 - col. 9, line 10). 

10. As to claim 5 f Tate-Yeap discloses, wherein the priorities assigned to set up 
communication adapters are stored and the given communication adapter is enabled 
based on said stored number of the communication adapters and stored priorities 
(Yeap, col. 2, lines 15-23; col. 6, lines 31-43). 

11. As to claim 6, Tate discloses a communication adapter selection method for 
selecting a given communication adapter in a system environment in which a plurality of 
communication adapters are installed in a computer apparatus to communicate with an 
external entity, comprising the steps of: 

Tate discloses pre-registering information (Tate, mobile configuration; A mobile 
configuration is a set of the preferred settings of all communication-related system 
parameters for a given network and/or location that can be specified in advance, col. 7, 
lines 26-42) about a communication adapter to be enabled in response to a 
predetermined condition of an operating environment (Tate, home, office, or corporate 
branch office, airport lounge, hotel) of said computer apparatus (Tate, col. 7, line 1 - 
col. 8, line 24)] 

Tate discloses detecting event information generated by a change (changing 
locations) in the operating environment of said computer apparatus (Tate, if a specific 
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modem is detected as being a global modem capable of conforming to various national 
standards, then upon the activation of a specific configuration, this profile will read the 
country parameter out of the location profile and determine which code to send to the 
specific modem that enables the modem to set-up the internal hardware so as to be 
electrically compatible with the host communication network, col. 9, lines 55-62)] 

Tate discloses analyzing said event information to determine whether said event 
information meets said predetermined condition of said operating environment or not 
(Tate, the user may execute the mobile configuration manager application of the 
present invention to examine the list of existing and available mobile configurations, col. 
4, lines 14-63; col. 6, lines 19-67; col. 7, lines 35-41\ 

However, Tate does not explicitly disclose disabling all of the plurality of 
communication adapters. 

In the same field of endeavor, Yeap discloses in Figure 5 that the system sleeps 
for 3 seconds before checking link quality again, (e.g., disabling all communications, 
resetting, reconfiguring WNIC), Fig. 5, box 512, (col. 7, lines 24-44) for the purpose of 
providing automatically reconfiguration of the computer within the same network or 
outside the network (Yeap, col. 1, lines 58-62; col. 3, lines 28-31)\ and 

if said event information meets said predetermined condition of said operation 
environment, enabling a communication adapter to be enabled to the exclusion of other 
of the plurality of communication adapters in response to said predetermined condition 
of the operating environment, wherein other communication adapters remain disabled 
(Tate, Fig. 3, the mobile configurations #1, #2 show that when the user works from 
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home, then the modem is utilized for communication and the LAN interface card is not 
applicable for communication, col. 4, lines 14-63; col. 6, lines 19-67; col. 7, lines 35-41; 
col. 8, line 50 -col. 9, line 10). 

12. As to claim 7, Tate discloses a communication adapter selection method for 
enabling a given communication adapter in a system environment comprising 
communication adapters installed in a portable information device and a communication 
adapter installed in an expansion unit (modem slot) attachable to said portable 
information device, comprising the steps of: 

Tate discloses determining whether all the communication adapters configured in 
said system environment are available or not (Tate, a user, upon arrival in a particular 
physical or logical "location" (e.g. hotel, branch office, airport lounge or a different 
network environment) may execute the mobile configuration manager application of the 
present invention to examine the list of existing and available mobile configurations, col. 
4, lines 14-63; col. 7, lines 35-41)\ 

However, Tate does not explicitly disclose reading priority information in which a 
priority assigned to each communication adapter is set from a profile. 

Yeap discloses reading (scanning, sensing, detecting) priority information in 
which a priority assigned to each communication adapter is set from a profile (Yeap, 
Fig. 5, col. 6, lines 15-42; col. 7, lines 24-32; claims 17, 26) for the purpose of achieving 
the dynamic reconfiguration effects (col. 7, lines 20-22). 

Yeap discloses disabling all of the plurality of communication adapters (Yeap, the 
system sleeps for 3 seconds before checking link quality again, (e.g., disabling all 
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communications, resetting, reconfiguring WNIC), Fig. 5, box 512, col. 7, lines 24-44)] 
and, 

Tate-Yeap discloses if it is determined that the communication adapter installed 
in said expansion unit is available and said read priority information indicates that the 
priority assigned to said communication adapter installed in said expansion unit is 
higher than a priority of the communication adapters installed in said portable 
information device, enabling said communication adapter installed in said expansion 
unit to the exclusion of other of the plurality of communication adapters (Yeap, The 
selection process may be automatic according to the priorities set in the profile 
database in one implementation, or the selection process may be done manually by 
highlighting one of the selections available under the Location Listing section 324 in 
other implementations. The system will step through the parameters stored in the 
associated profile in the profile database and communicate with the network based on 
the selected profile, col. 7, lines 25-35)\ wherein the other communication adapters are 
disabled and remain disabled (Tate, Fig. 3, the mobile configurations #1, #2 show that 
when the user works from home, then the modem is utilized for communication and the 
LAN interface card is not applicable for communication, col. 4, lines 14-63; col. 6, lines 
19-67; col. 7, lines 35-41; col. 8, line 50 - col. 9, line 10). 

13. As to claim 9, Tate-Yeap discloses, wherein at least one of the communication 
adapters installed in said portable information device is a wireless LAN adapter (Yeap, 
Fig. 2, 206)\ and 
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the priority of said wireless LAN adapter set in said read priority information is 
immediately below the priority of the communication adapter installed in said expansion 
unit (Yeap, col. 7, lines 25-35). 

14. As to claim 10, Yeap discloses a method for setting up a communication adapter 
comprising the steps of: 

reading (scanning, autosensing, detecting) information about the configuration of 
a communication adapter configured in a system from a profile (Yeap, Fig. 5, col. 6, 
lines 15-42; col. 7, lines 25-35)\ 

setting at least one location where the system performs communication (Yeap, 
Figs. 3, 4)\ 

setting a default priority assigned to a communication adapter to be enabled 
(Yeap, Fig. 5, col. 7, lines 25-35)] 

Yeap discloses disabling all of the plurality of communication adapters (Yeap, the 
system sleeps for 3 seconds before checking link quality again, (e.g., disabling all 
communications, resetting, reconfiguring WNIC), Fig. 5, box 512, col. 7, lines 24-44); 
and 

storing in a profile said default priority and said number of the communication 
adapters to be enabled for each of said at least one set locations (Yeap, Figs 4, 5, col. 
6, lines 15-42; col. 7, lines 25-35): 

However, Yeap does not explicitly disclose enabling said communication adapter 
to be enabled, wherein other communication adapters remain disabled. 
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Tate discloses enabling said communication adapter to be enabled, wherein 
other communication adapters remain disabled (Tate, Fig. 3, the mobile configurations 
#1, #2 show that when the user works from home, then the modem is utilized for 
communication and the LAN interface card is not applicable for communication, (e.g., 
disabled), col. 4, lines 14-63; col. 6, lines 19-67; col. 7, lines 35-41; col. 8, line 50 -col. 
9, line 10) for the purpose of reducing the need for a user to reenter redundant or 
common information upon reconfiguration for interaction with a different network (Tate, 
col. 7, lines 15-19). 

15. Claim 1 1 corresponds the apparatus claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1. 

1 6. As to claim 1 3, Tate-Yeap discloses adapter count storage for storing a number 
of communication adapters to be enabled, wherein said setting unit enables as many 
communication adapters as said number of the adapters stored in said adapter count 
storage, in descending order of priority (Yeap, col. 6, lines 15-42; col. 7, lines 25-35). 

17. Claim 14 corresponds the apparatus claim of claim 3; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 3. 

18. As to claim 15, Yeap discloses a computer apparatus in which a plurality of 
communication adapters are installed, said computer apparatus communicating with an 
external entity through said plurality of communication adapters and comprising: 

a utility (Fig. 2, software utility in configuration module 200) for controlling the 
enable/disable of said communication adapters (Yeap, Fig. 2, col. 6, lines 15-25)] and 
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a driver for exchanging data between said utility and said communication 
adapters (Yeap, Fig. 2, driver 204, col. 5, lines 24-37)\ 

wherein said utility disables all of the plurality of communication adapters and 
provides a suspend event to said driver if a communication adapter to be enabled to the 
exclusion of other of the plurality of communication adapters is not enabled previously 
or provides a resume event to said driver if the communication adapter to be enabled is 
enabled and requested to be disabled (Yeap, Fig. 5, box 512, the system sleeps for 3 
seconds, col. 7, lines 24-44), 

. However, Yeap does not explicitly disclose wherein other communication 
adapters remain disabled. 

Tate discloses wherein other communication adapters remain disabled (Tate, 
Fig. 3, the mobile configurations #1, #2 show that when the user works from home, then 
the modem is utilized for communication and the LAN interface card is not applicable for 
communication, (e.g., disabled), col. 4, lines 14-63; col. 6, lines 19-67; col. 7, lines 35- 
41; col. 8, line 50 - col. 9, line 10) for the purpose of reducing the need for a user to 
reenter redundant or common information upon reconfiguration for interaction with a 
different network (Tate, col. 7, lines 15-19). 

19. As to claim 16, Tate-Yeap teaches, wherein said utility inquires of said driver to 
obtain a number and a type of existing communication adapters (Tate, Fig. 10, mobile 
configurations associated with Megahertz CCX-1336 Fax-modem, Fig. 11, 3COM 
EL#LAN 336 Modem PC card; LAN interface card or NIC card, col. 6, line 38). 
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20. As to claim 17, Yeap teaches a portable information device in which a plurality of 
communication adapters are installed and which can be connected with a expansion 
unit (modem slot) in which a given communication adapter is installed, said portable 
information terminal comprising: 

storage for storing priority information indicating an order in which the 
communication adapters are enabled (Yeap, Fig. 2, memory 208, col. 5, lines 24-37; 
col. 6, lines 15-43.) 

a connection recognition unit recognizing (detecting, autosensing) a connection 
of said expansion unit (Yeap, detects changes in the quality of an established link by 
selecting a most suitable working profile in a profile database, col. 2, lines 5-1 4)\ 

an open-operation execution unit for executing an adapter open operation on all 
the communication adapters including said given communication adapter installed in 
said expansion unit when said connection recognition unit recognizes the connection 
(Yeap, col. 1, line 66 - col. 2, line 56)\ and 

a setting unit for enabling the given communication adapter among 
communication adapters successfully opened by said open-operation execution unit to 
the exclusion of other of the plurality of communication adapters according to said 
priority information stored in said storage (Yeap, col. 1, line 66 - col. 2, line 56); 

However, Yeap does not explicitly disclose wherein other communication 
adapters remain disabled. 

Tate discloses wherein other communication adapters remain disabled (Tate, 
Fig. 3, toe mobile configurations #1, #2 show that when the user works from home, then 
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the modem is utilized for communication and the LAN interface card is not applicable for 
communication, (e.g., disabled), col. 4, lines 14-63; col. 6, lines 19-67; col. 7, lines 35- 
41; col. 8, line 50 - coL 9, line 10) for the purpose of reducing the need for a user to 
reenter redundant or common information upon reconfiguration for interaction with a 
different network (Tate, col. 7, lines 15-19). 

21. As to claim 18, Tate-Yeap teaches, wherein. said priority information stored in 
said storage varies from location to location where said portable information device is 
used (Yeap, col. 1, line 66 - col. 2, line 56). 

22. As to claim 19, Yeap teaches a portable information device in which a plurality of 
communication adapters are installed and which can be connected with a expansion 
unit in which a given communication adapter is installed, said portable information 
device comprising: 

a connection recognition unit recognizing the connection of said expansion unit 
(Yeap, detects changes in the quality of an established link by selecting a most suitable 
working profile in a profile database, col. 2, lines 5-1 4)\ 

disabling all of the plurality of communication adapters (Yeap, the system sleeps 
for 3 seconds before checking link quality again, (e.g., disabling all communications, 
resetting, reconfiguring WNIC), Fig. 5, box 512, col. 7, lines 24-44) 

a priority connection unit for connecting said given communication adapter 
installed in said expansion unit to the exclusion of other communication adapters if said 
connection recognition unit recognizes the connection of said expansion unit (Yeap, col. 
1, line 66 - col. 2, line 56; col. 6, lines 15-43)\ 
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However, Yeap does not explicitly disclose wherein other communication 
adapters remain disabled. 

Tate discloses wherein other communication adapters remain disabled (Tate, 
Fig. 3, the mobile configurations #1, #2 show that when the user works from home, then 
the modem is utilized for communication and the LAN interface card is not applicable for 
communication, (e.g., disabled), col. 4, lines 14-63; col. 6, lines 19-67; col. 7, lines 35- 
41; col. 8, line 50 - col. 9, line 10) for the purpose of reducing the need for a user to 
reenter redundant or common information upon reconfiguration for interaction with a 
different network (Tate, col. 7, lines 15-19). 

23. Claim 21 corresponds to the computer readable medium claim of claim 1 ; 
therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

24. Claim 22 corresponds to the computer readable medium claim of claim 3; 
therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 3. 

25. Further references of interest are cited on Form PTO-892, which is an 
attachment to this action. 



V 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai V. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3901 . The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30 Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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